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THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH VIRGINS.—Matthew, xxv. 
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en, in this Parable uses, the well known facts ae 









“ Thens shall the cedom of heater Be eikenetmies a = 
_ ten virgins, which took their lamps and went forth _ foe 

: _ to meet the bridegroom. And five of them. Were = aS 
y wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish, — es 
- Ok their lamps, and took no oil with them; but 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. — <a 

_ While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered — a 
and slept. And at midnight there’ was acry made, — = a 

~ Behold the bridegroom cometh; go ye. out to meet — 
him. Then all those virgins arose, and. immed ; 
their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, 
Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. | 
= - But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there = 
_ be not enough for us and you; but go ye rather to 
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while 
- they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and moe 
< ~ that were ready went in with him to the marriage: — 
oe an the door was shut. Afterwards came also the : 
i : other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
ae - But he answered and said, Verily T say unto you, : 
I know you not. “Watch. therefore, for ye know : 
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pose of convincing the people what he could do. 


pees from the dead. D 


_ and children.”—Matt. xrv. 
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_ FEEDING THE MULTITUDE. _ 


ee Christ did not perform miracles just for the pur- 


__ All of his miracles were wrought with some benev- 
__olent purpose in view, such as healing the Sick, =< 
_ restoring the blind to sight, and raising Lazarus _ 


___The feeding of the multitude in the wilderness Sige 
= ce was no exception to this rule. Fle had gone poe 
_ thither probably for the purpose of meditation and ae 
prayer, and was followed by the people. “And — 
when it was evening, his disciples came to him, 
saying: ‘This is a desert place, and the time is ee 
~ now past; send the multitude away, that they May. 
go into the villages, and buy themselves Victuals’ "2 = 
_ But Jesus said unto them: ‘They need not depart; Ss 
give ye them to eat.’ And they say unto him, 
‘We have here but five loaves, and two fishes” 
_ He said, ‘Bring them hither to me. And he _ 
_ commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, Pee 
and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and, 
_ looking up to heaven, He blessed, and brake, and 
-_ gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples {0.7 
_ the multitude. And they did all eat, and were 
_ filled! and they took up of the fragments that oS 
___ remained, twelve baskets full. And they that had 
_ eaten were about five thousand men, besides women __ 
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THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES 


-  uponhim toh God, 1 He e (Jesus) stood | 2 
of ny the Lake “of ] , fennesaret, and saw two. ao i 
: _ standin oy tha lake: but the fishermen were cs ee 


ut of them, and were washing their | nets. a 


St <2 2d 


<F 
i 
P= Bees £ + % . 


: ietaewes into one of the ships, wh = 
non s, a and | prayed him that he Pi ould dieast 6 i 
‘fugit the eae. out af are ships Z s a Mess 


On wr 


Ye 


aad Shap Be He said unto ¢ 
deep, and let down 4 


sins rc. a] 


Simon answering oe unto hi 
a rae es het i: IN nd when they had this done, tl oo > 
os  inclosed_ a. peat ti dltead of fishes: and their net 
brake. “And they beckoned unto. their partners, 


i, 
Bes 


whieh: were in thet other ship, that they should come 
and help them, and they came, and filled both t the 
: ahaa ay. reek they began to sink. W Simor 
Peter Saw it hedtell down at Jesus’ knees, : saying, 
: ~ Depar rt from me; for I amas sinful man, O Lord. 
_ For he was astonished, and all that were with him, 
voal tae draught of. the fishes which they had taken: | 
and so. was also J ames, and John, the sons ot i 
Zebedee, which we € partners with Simon. 
Jesus said unto Son a e 
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_and took the child Jesus and his mother, and in the — 


coe 


_ him the place where the child Christ was, he was _ ae 
__very angry, for he intended to have the child killed, _ oe 
for fear it might supplant him on the throne. And | | 
_ he “sent forth, and slew all the children that were 
AN Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, froni 


“But when Herod was dead, behold, an 


angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 
a young child and his mother, and go into the dnd = 
_ child’s life. And he arose, and took the young 


43, ~ 
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When the wise men had gone, the atigelol-the =. 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, = 
“Arise, and take the young child and his mother, _ ae 


Nv Me 
’ RE A pastctAi 






_ and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring 
_thee word: for Herod will seek the young childto 






. Jee es PERE se) gee, ee ee 
destroy him.” Then Joseph arose from is bed=— = 
troy P ne : os 







darkness of the night escaped into Egypt. And 






it was well that he did; for when Herod found — = 
that the wise men did not return and reveal to 
















‘two years old and under, according to the time — 
which. he had diligently inquired of the wise 
men. Joseph remained in Egypt with the 
child Jesus and his mother for several months. 
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Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise, and take the _ 









of Israel: for they are dead who sought the young 
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— Matthews, xxi. 


HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID 


\ gen time ‘before. his die, Chiist ss 
have’ been appreciated by the ‘people i in and about — 
pa bebace sot While riding on a colt, one morning, 
— from Bethany to Jerusalem, accompanied by some > 
of his disciples, “a very great multitude dpread 











- from the trees, and strewed them in the way. Ar 
the multitude that went before, and that. followed, 
ted saying: Hosanna to. the son of ee 
SS - Blessed is he that cometh in the name “of: the. 
s Lord: Hosanna in the hig fhest. And when he | 









‘is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. And 


ks went into the temple of God, and cast out all. 


~ threw the tables of the money- -changers and the seats | 
_of them that sold doves. And said unto them, 1 
18° eee, My house | shall be called the house’ of — 





oot andhe healed them. And when the chief — 
riests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he 






ing, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore 
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them, ‘Yea: have oe 


displeased, and said unto. Him, Hearest thou wh se = 





E - they say? And Jesus saith unto | 
_ye never read, Out of the mot th 


oe come into Jerusalem, “ll the city was pe - : 
_ saying, Who is this 2? and the multitude said, this — ane 


- them that sold and. Lene in the temple, and over- vee 


prayer; bak Me. have ‘made_ it a den of thieves. — oe e 
‘And the blind and the lame came to him in the — : 


he. and the children « crying in the temple, ad Saye Q : 

































their garments in the way; others cut down branches = 2 
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STILLING THE TEMPEST 
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"STILLING THE TEMPEST. 


oe all the ateacles ito by. ae ia one neh . 
by which he calmed the troubled waters of the SaaS 








of Galilee seems most precious. No words can 
| describe: it better than those in which it 1s told by 


his disciple, Matthew: ‘And when he was entered 


into a ship, his_ disciples followed him. And 






behold there arose a great tempest in the. sea, IS 
5 taewiech that the ship was covered with waves: ook 





_ but He was asleep. 


him: pag es 


‘When we “gehen that Peter and hee discnleas - 
of Christ who were in the boat, were fishermen, and — 
accustomed to storms on the sea, we are led: ito. 
_ believe that the one which so excited their fears — 
was an unusually severe one. In any ordinary — 
storm they could: have managed their boat. After | 


x And his disciples came to him, 
. and awoke him, saying, ‘Lord, save us: we perish. 
_ And he saith unto them, ‘Why are ye fearful,O ye 
of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the = 
winds and the S€a ; and there was a great calm. a = 
But the men ‘marveled, saying, ‘What manner. of 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea Oe SE 
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failing. in their efforts to do so; they called upon 
- Christ to save them from perishing. Though He 


- pronounced their faith as “little,” it oe eau 
BS _ cient t to. save them. j oe | : 
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THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 
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~ “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of | 


: E _ Judeah, in the days of Herod the king, behold, — 


saying, ‘Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen the star in the east, and. os: 
are come to worship him.’ When Herod the king 


had heard these things, he was troubled,” and , _ 
called the chief priests and scribes before him and 


asked them where Christ was to-be born: “and’ 2 


they said unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea; for Be 
"thus it is written by the prophet.” “Then Herod, 
_ when he had privily called the wise men, inquired. 
of them diligently what time the Star appeared. —_— 


And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, go and ae 
search diligently for the young child; and when ye 


have found him bring me word again, that [may 9% 


es come and worship him also! When they had heard | & 2 
_ the king they departed; and lo, the ‘star, which 


they saw in the east, went before them, till itcame 
and stood over where the young child was. When _ 





they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding | 


great joy. And when they were come into the 


_ house, they saw the young child with Niaey his <a 
_ mother, and fell down, and worshiped him; and 
_ when they had opened theirtreasures,theypresented 


unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. — Set 
And being warned of God in a dream that 


should not return to Herod, they departed 7 into A 
their own country another way.’—Matt. ii, 1-13. 
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NOAH’S ARK. 
The story of Noah and the ark is probably 


familiar to the youngest reader. 

The world had grown to.be very wicked and 
God determined to destroy every human being 
except Noah and his family. 

So the Lord called Noah and told him what he 
was going to do, and bade him build a great 
wooden house, or ship, with rooms in it, and to 
cover it with pitch within and without. It was to 
have a window and a door, and two floors, like 
the floors of a house or the deck of a ship: so that 
it would have three stories, one above the other. 

This great house or ship was call anark. It took 
Noah a long, long time to build it; but at last it 
was finished. Then, Noah,asGod hadcommanded — 
him to do, entered the ark, taking with him those 
only whom God said should be saved alive. 

These were Noah's wife and _ his three sons and 
their wives, eight persons in all ; and some of every 
kind of living thing. He also took plenty of food 
for them all. 

And when they were all safely shut in, the seas 
and rivers swelled and rose, and soon every living 
thing, except those in the ark, perished from the 
earth. 
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Kings, li. 


EL—II 


EN OF BETH 


THE CHILDR 


THE CHILDREN OF BETH-EL. | 


As Elisha, the venerable orophiet of Ged ‘was 
- going up by the way” to Beth-el, “there came 
forth little Sikes out of the city, and mocked him, 
_and said unto him, “Go up, thou baldhead: gO up, 
thou baldhead. And he ened back, and looked — 
on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord: | 
and there came forth two she-bears out of the wood, 
and tore forty and.two children of them.” De. a 
Watts, in his ‘Divine Songs for Children,” thus — ee 
forcibly presents the story and its moral : a se 


The lips t that dare be so profane 
To mock, and jeer, and scoff. 

At holy things and holy men, 
The Lord shall cut them off. 


When chime in their wanton ce 
Served old Elisha so, 

And bid the prophet go his way— 
“Go up, thou bald head, go ! oa 


God quickly Sone their wicked breath, 
And sent two raging bears, — : 
That tore them limb from limb to death, 

With blood and groans and tears. 


Great God, how terrible art Thea: 

To sinners ne’ er so young! 

Ss Grant me thy grace, and teach me how 
To tame and rule my tongue. 
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THE LITTLE CLOUD.—I. Kings, xviii 3 
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THE - LITTLE CLOUD. 


“And it came to pass after many days, that the 


word of the lord came to Elijah in the third year, 


saying, “Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and J will Se 

send rain upon the earth.” : 

~ And Elijah said unto Aik “Get thee up, eat 

=> aiid drink; for there is a sound of abundance of = 

etait. 55 Ahab went up to eat and to drink. — 

And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel and he 
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face 


between his knees, and said to his servant, “Go 
_up now, look toward the sea.” And he went up, 


and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And — 2 
pS he said go again seven times. And it came to ee 
pass at the seventh time, that he said, “Behold, 
_ there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a 
_ man’s hand.” And he said, “Go ip, Say unto =~ 
© Ahab, Pepa thy chariot, and get thee down, 2 
° that the rain stop thee not.” ee 
And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the =. 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there ~ a8 
was a great rain. And ‘hah rode, and went to Se 


> 99 


Jezreel. 


S he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the 


And tee hand of he Lord was on Elijah: | ane. = 
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_____ raised to positions of great rank and power. 
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4 es: 


over these, three presidents, of whom Daniel was 
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_ When Darius became king, he set over the = 2 = 
kingdom a hundred and twenty princes: “and _ : 


“e 


first.” This preferment of Daniel caused the other 


presidents to be jealous of him, and they Sought to. 4 = 
find occasion of accusing him to the king. But 
they could find nothing in his conduct to complain > 
of. Then they persuaded the king to make a 
decree, that whoever should ask a petition of any 
god or man for thirty days, except: of the king, He 


should be cast into the den of lions. — Whereupon | 


King Darius made the decree.. This stratagem, > 
of course, had the desired effect of entrapping 
Daniel, who kneeled to his God before his opens =.=: 
window three times a day. Notwithstanding that — 
the king now saw throu gh this malicious device, and ste 
was anxious to save Daniel, he could not, in the 
face of his people, alter the laws of the Medes and: =i 
Persians. He therefore committed Daniel tothe. —. 
den of lions, with an assurance that his God would > 
deliver him: and so it proved. “Then said 
Daniel, O King, live forever. My God has sent= <= 
his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths that they 
have not hurt me.” The king then commanded 
‘Daniel's accusers to take his place in the dene = 
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_ Daniel grew in favor with the king, was placed] 
in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, and afterwards — Se 
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ELIJAH FED BY RAVENS.—I.K 
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ELIJAH PED BY RAVENS. (78 
Ahab, king of Israel followed the wicked ways 
of the kings who reigned before him. Israel! was 
sunken into a state of wretched sin and idolatry. 
The true religion was overthrown, and the prophets 
of God were hunted to death. Soon, however, to 
punish them for there wickedness, God sent a 

severe drought upon the land, drying up the rivers, 
- and causing a famine. | : 
_ But before this happened God sent word to 
Ahab of what he was about to do. The messen- 
ger came out of the land of Gilead beyond the 
Jordan. He was a strange-looking man, dressed 
in a long garment of shaggy hair, bound round the 
waist with a leather girdle. He came boldly 
before King Ahab, and said: “As the Lord God. 
of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
«not be dew or. rain these years, but according to 
3 -my word.” When he had spoken he went, by the a 
_Lord’s command, and hid in a valley near the 
river Jordan, where there was a brook called | 
Cherith; and the Lord said to him, “Thou shalt 
drink of the brook, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed thee there.” The name of thisman = 


steer pa rs : RS 
of God was Elijah. . . Se 









__. Elijah did as God bade him, and went away to 
the hiding place which had been provided forhim;  — 

_. and the ravens brought him bread and meat in the _ — 
morning and in the evening; and he drank of the © = 
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GIDEON AND HIS MEN. 


For seven years the Midianites had sorely 


_ oppressed the children of Israel. In their misery 


_ they cried out to the Lord for help, and again he 


heard them, and raised up Gideon to save them. 


Appearing to Gideon in the night the Lor d told 3 
him to get up and go down to the great army of | 


the Midianites, for he had given it into his hand. 
_ Arousing his little band of three hundred picked 
men, Gideon put a trumpet in every man’s hand, 


_ together with an empty pitcher, and a lamp inside=< 


of it. “When I blow with a trumpet, he said 
to them, “then blow ye the trumpets also, on every 


side of all the camp, and say: ‘The sword. of the = 


Lord and of Gideon’.” 


Then in perfect silence, they marched through _ 


> 


the darkness tothe enemy’s camp. | 
_ All at once the host was startled by 


of the men of Midian killed one another, while the 
_ greater part of the host fled, panic stricken. 





ul a confused 
and terrific noise, and by a sudden light flashing 
upon them and all around them. They could but. 
suppose themselves surrounded by a great army. __ 
They never thought that it was but three hundred 
men breaking their earthen pitchers and sounding —_ 
_ their horns, shouting, as they did so, “The sword se 
_ ot the Lord and of Gideon.” Friend could not 


distinguish friend in the wild confusion, and many 
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JACOB’S. DREAM. 
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JACOB'S DREAM. 

In the early days of the world, it appears from 
the Bible, God sometimes communicated with men 
by means of dreams. It was thus that Jacob was 
informed that through his family all the families of 
the earth should be blessed. 

Jacob's father, Isaac, having given him his 
blessing, instructed him not to take a wife. from 
amongst the daughters of Canaan, but to go to his 
mother's country, Padan-Aram, and marry one of 
the daughters of Laban. Jacob left his home at 
Beer-Sheba, and set out on his journey. 

On the very first night of his wandering he had 
a most wonderful dream. Having laid down to 
his night’s rest, with the bare earth for his bed, 
stones for his pillows and the starry sky for his 
covering, he fell asleep, and dreamed. 

In his dream he saw a high ladder set upon the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and up 
and down this ladder were angels of God. coming 
and going between heaven and earth. Above this 
ladder stood the Lord, who spoke to Jacob and 
told him that the land whereon he lay should some 
day belong to him, that his descendants should be 
very many in number, and that through his family 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. 
And when Jacob awoke from his sleep he said, 
‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it 
not. And he set up the stones he had used for 
pillows, to mark the place, which he named 


‘‘ Beth-el”—‘‘ The House of God.” 
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JOSEPH’S DREAM.—Genesis, xxxvii. 
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JOSE PH S DRE AM. ee 

ae hes course of time Jacob married, Sad had a a eo 

family of twelve sons. . aS 

Joseph, the youngest but aie baby. Benjamin— oo. 

was a very beautiful child, and loved by Jacob best 

os all his children. In consequence of | this she- 
Swed: the hatred of his brethren. _ 

When Joseph was about sixteen years old be 
had a remarkable dream, which he told to— his 
_ brothers, and for which they hated him the more. 

- The dream was this: that he and his bicthoen © 

were all binding sheavés in the field, when his ek 

ie arose and stood upright,.upon which all his brothers’ 
a _ sheaves stood up and bowed down to it. 

28 This dream made his brothers. very angry; fori it” 

Bee ~ seemed to mean that he should be greater than they. © 

After this Joseph had another dream of ‘sinilae 

- _ import. He dreamed this time that the sun, the - 

__ moon and the stars bowed down tohim. _ = 
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ae When his father heard it he rebuked bie anak 
as = eres “What is the dream that thou hast dreamed? — 
= - Shall IT and thy mother and thy brethren indeed — 
come to bow down ourselves to the earth?” But — 
ae he kept the dream in mind, feeling, no doubt. that 
ee (ae _ God had some. great thing in store for Joseph. — : 
: ‘Nor did his brethren forget it; they soon con- a 2 
~ spired against him, and at last, by their means, he 
- = _ was sold into: Egypt. ee 
eb! ee arn to your Bible and read this beautiful and 
= touching soy in full. | Lge Bg 
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-__ with the story of Joseph. _ 


trae es a LP 8 Oe eg Fe ee ag eT Ere PRS EE a Pine i” Sg ROP IE a NG Td aR Oe IEP eee OTS aac ws 
. Shy mE ieee Et Ne a a ae - So a Be LS ae PASE Sek ta hoe oe SS ee Po So ae 
2 s ~ < f - Nae Pap x 


ae ray == = Fos Fate oe Seeee 
ie og IST Nig yr i = rie 


= <i. Se = ss ee ee ee 
= «= 





TERT Oe PE eS 
r £ 


MEETING or JOSEPH ann BENJAMIN. _ 


_ _Itis presumed that the reader is now familiar 


-~ vals ———- 4 e 7 


While Jacob was grieving because he thought 


his son dead, Joseph was leading an eventful and 


finally kept one of them a prisoner until the oth 


ee presented to Joseph, he was greatly moved, and © 


_ prosperous life in Egypt. Having been sold to. = 
Potiphar, an officer of King Pharaoh, he was called 
upon to interpret adream for the king, which none 
_of his magicians could interpret. | Log 
___ Joseph declared the meaning of the dream tobe _ : 
that there would be seven years of plenty,andthen __ 
seven years of famine. _ | oe 
_._ Pharaoh was so well pleased with Joseph’s 
interpretation and wise counsel thereon, that he Sets i 
him to rule over all the land of Egypt. Bee aS 
_ When the famine came Jacob sent his sons, 
_ excepting Benjamin, down into Egypt to buy corn. 
Joseph recognized them, but they did not know __ 
_ him. He pretended to think that they were spies; ae 
but they protested that they were not, that they 
_were all the sons of one father, and had yet a 


eS =3 


cal 
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brother, Benjamin, at home. Se 
_ Joseph pretended to doubt their words, and 

should go back and fetch their brother. 2 ee 
_. When they returned with Benjamin, and he was 


ign aos Se 


pg + ee 
Ae 9S <cd 
So Sco 
I 
3 ae 


said, “God be gracious unto thee, my son.” His 
_ heart was so full he had to go away tohisown room 


‘ ye | and Weep. : : Ree %. re = oS 
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JOSEPH SOLD TO THE ISHMAELITES.—Gene 









os short ti ane coher ewe S ee eee ne elder 
brothers went to feed their father’s flocks in— 


. zea “gis Woy ee a 


| Sshechem, which was some distance from Hebr ron, — 


_ where Jacob lived. as ee ee ce 
Joseph did not fad them at Gabevliene, bit: was me 


ets 


- there informed that his brethren had Cag on to” <— 














ae anxious ‘fe “obey his. father, went after them: @ . 


When his ie ees saw bie coming they said, 
" “Behold this dreamer cometh! Let us Ay : 
and cast him into some pit, and we will say, ‘ Some 
an beast hath devoured him ;” and we will see 3 
ne ae will become of his dreams.” : — : 
ay : . ae Reuben, his eldest Bieter, would not c consen 
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of many colors” and cast him into the pit. to die. Se : 

But before they left the place. they saw ‘some 
“ggeechants coming—Ishmaelites—with _ ‘A train “Ob =) 






ek: 


camels carrying spices, and balm, and myrrh 
Egypt. This” induced them — to. change their — 
intention. regarding Joséph, and they took him from 
5a the. pit and sold him to the Tchunecllies, who took 
| a < im ea with them to Egypt to sell him. for. a slave. 
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JONATHAN SHOOTING THE ARROWS.—L. Samuel, xx. 





JONATHAN AND THE ARROWS. 

David did not remain long in favor with the 
_ king; for Saul became jealous of him because the 
people gave him greater praise than himself. 
David felt that his life was no longer safe, and 


disclosed his fears to Jonathan. His friend told 


him not to fear, and he would ascertain for a cer- 
tainty whether or not his father sought David’s 
life. And he madea solemn promise that he would 
save David, and the friends agreed that when 


_ David had been three days in hiding, he should 


go to acertain spot and watch secretly behind a 


stone, and Jonathan would come with his bow and 


arrows and shootin that direction. When he had. 


shot he would bid a little boy fetch him his 
arrows; and if he said to the boy, ‘The arrows are 
on this side of thee,” then David might know there 


__was no danger; but if he said, “The arrows are 


beyond thee,” then David might know that the 
king was seeking his life, and make his escape. 

_ Jonathan having ascertained that the king really 
~ sought David's life, at the time appointed, took his 


_ bow and arrows, and went out into the field where ) 


David was hiding,-and there, by the plan agreed 
upon, made known the terrible truth to David. ) 
David then came out of his hiding-place, and 


_the friends kissed each other and wepttogether,and 
promising never to forget each other, they parted.. 
David to seek a refuge from the jealous king, and © 


Jonathan to return to the city: 
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JONATHAN'S COVENANT WITH DAVID.—1.Samuel 
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“JONATHAN AND DAVID. ae 


"David was the youngest son of Jesse, the Beth- 


ee He was a mere lad at the time his three 


=A 


elder brothers were serving in the army of Saul. 


One day his father sent him to Saul’s camp to 


_ take his brothers some parched corn and bread. 


‘Now Saul and his army were in the valley of © 


Elah, fighting with the Philistines. While the two 
armies stood facing one another, the Philistines 
offered to pit the giant Goliath against any man in 


_Saul’s army. If Goliath should be killed, the i 
Philistines would submit to the king of Israel, and es 


Ha the Israelite were killed, then: all the Israelites 
were to serve the Philistines. But Saul’s soldiers 


oo were all afraid to fight the giant single handed. 


_ The lad David heard of the challenge, and being 


told that the king had promised his daughterin 


_ marriage to the Israelite who should kill the Sant, 


volunteered to fight with the Philistine. 


David was successful, having slain Goliath with 


a stone from his sling. Then the king took David s ae 
to his own home, and Jonathan, Saul’s son, loved | wee 


the brave lad, and made a covenant, or agreement, 


of friendship with him. And in token of his ae ; 
friendship Jonathan gave David his own mantle, = 
_and his own armor, and even his sword, and his 


"belt, and ship bow. en Ae 
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HARAOH’S DAUGHTER.—Exodu 
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J eS EM CHILI SEOBES 3 ae 
~ arose. upa new king, another Pharaoh, who looked — 
_ everything he could to oppress them. “But the ae 
- more he afflicted them, the more they multiplied, | 2 


ang stew, 4 


this wicked king ordered that all the baby boys as 
_ soon as they were born should be killed. = —sti—=CS~tS 





for three months, but when concealment seemed _ 
__ no-longer possible she made a little boat of 


_water, and laid it amongst the rushes which grew 
along the brink of the river. : : 
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the babe’s mother, and the princess told her to take. 
_ the child away and nurse it for her; and the _ 


_ grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, — 
and she adopted him as her son and named him — 
Moses, which meant ‘‘drawn out;” “because,” she 
said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
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About fifty years after the death of Joseph there ees 






upon the Israelites as dangerous intruders, and did = 


_ Then, because they were becoming so numerous, 
~Qne Hebrew mother managed to hide her babe 
bulrushes, daubed it with pitch to keep out the 


Pharaoh’s daughter, on going to the river to 


__ bathe, discovered it, and sent her maid to fetch it. 
__ The baby cried as they were looking at him, and | 

_ while the princess was wondering what to do with _ 

it, the baby’s sister, who had been watching, came 


up and offered to go for-a nurse for the child. The ~ 2 
princess told her to do so, and she went and brought 


eS 


mother gladly took her boy home. And the child — 
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MOSES CALLED BY GOD.—Exodus, iii. 
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-©- 7) MOSES CALLED BY COD, <4. — 


When Moses grew up he became a shepherd, _ 
__ and tended the flocks of his father-in-law, Jethro. | ; 
_ Meanwhile the bondage of the Israelites had _ 

_ become almost unbearable; and their cry went ap 5 oe 
__ to God, who heard them and gave thema‘deliverer 
in the person of Moses. (oe ae 


Moses was now eighty years old, but was Vel ae 
strong man, and while leading his flock one day 
- along the mountains of Horeb, the angel of the 
__Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out ofthe 
midst of a bush. A voice from the bush called Hig © 
name, and Moses replied, ‘Here am I.” Then _ 
the voice said, ‘“ Draw nigh hither: put off thy = 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thous 
___standeth is holy ground.” It also said, “Tam the: =~ 
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God > 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid 
his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. = 
_ Then God told him that he had heard the cry —_ 
of his people, and had seen their sufferings, and 
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-NAAMAN’S CAPTIVE MAID.—II. Kings, v. 






_ Naaman, an officer-of the Syrian Army, was a 


se the Syrians had brought captive out of the land of 


_ wished that Naaman were with the prophet in — 


_ This being told to Naaman, he went with his — os 
horses and chariot and stood before the door OF eo ees 
_ the prophet Elisha. And Elisha sent a mes- 


_ senger to him, saying: ‘“‘Go wash in Jordan seven ~ 


es thou shalt be clean.” But Naaman became angry, 
and went away and said: “Behold, I thought, he 
__will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on — 


_the name of the Lord his God, and strike his. 


_ wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and _ 


_ father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 

_ thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much | 
__ rather then, when he saith to thee, ‘Wash, and be 
_ clean’?”. Then went he down, and dipped himself : 


the man of God: and his flesh came again like 
_ unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean, 
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_ NAAMAN’S CAPTIVE MAID. 






leper. In his family was a little Hebrew girl that 







Israel. This little girl waited on Naaman’s wife, __ 
and one day she said to her mistress that she 








Samaria; for he would cure him of his leprosy. | 









times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and 









hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are _ 
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, _ 
better than all the waters. of Israel? May I not > 








went away in rage. And his servants said: “My © 










seven times in 4 ordan, according to the saying of pees 
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ee & ak Soe on hea waters tes more th: 71a 
ee months, and then rested amongst the mounta ne = 
~ of Ararat. But the tops of the mountains eres Ss 
~ still covered by water, and after waiting there forty = ee 
S days Noah opened the window and sent outa — 
raven, which went forth to and fro untilthe waters 
were dried up ‘He also sent out a dove, but © 
Finding no- slack to rest it soon returned to the ee os 
_ and Noah put out his hand and took the = bird s — 
“After r waiting a a week he sent the dove out again, o = 


ee 
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= Ahee waiting another weeks kes dant foake ie 
Z - dove : again for tidings ; ‘but it did not return to ns 3 
ark, by which Noah knew that the waters were So . 
= nearly dried up. | B : ee 
2 ie: waited Rais ack mere hee ie looked ar 
= ae he saw that the : ground was dry. — Then God | 
told him to go out oe the ark, taking with him a 





















that were in it; and when all were ‘safely. out, : th 
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THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET.—L Kings, xiii. 
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_ THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET. _ a 
_ 4 prophet, who had been sent by the Lord, = 
from Judah, on a mission to king Jeroboam, at <= = 
_ Beth-el, was charged by the Lord not toeat bread, 
or drink water, or return again by the same way ~ 
that he went. After the prophet had fulfilled his 
-* mission, he was invited by the king to come home 
with him and get some refreshment. ~ But he 
declined, and said to the king, “If thou wilt give 
me half thine house, I will not go with thee, neither 
will I eat bread nor drink water in this place; for. Ge 
_ so was it charged me by word of the Lord.” Sohe 
went another way. Se es os 
_ But an old prophet, who dwelt in Beth-el, 
through jealousy perhaps, contrived a snare for him. 
_ He followed after,and found him sitting under an 
oak. “‘Art thou the man of God,” he asked, “that 
-comest from Judah?” And he said, “I am.” Then — oo 
__ the deceitful old prophet said to him, “Come home _ 
with me, and eat bread.” But he declined, and 
‘told the old prophet what he had been charged by 
God. Then the latter replied: “I am a prophet | 
also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by thes. 4 
word of the Lord, saying: “Bring him back with __ 
«thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and ns 
___._ drink water!” Whereupon the prophet yie'ded,and _ = 
although he was deceived by a lie into disobeying 
the Lord’s command, he was, nevertheless punished 
for his disobedience. ‘A lion met hira by the =. 
way and slew BT Se ee 
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REFUSING THE KING’S WINE.—Daniel, 1. 
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_ REFUSING THE KING'S WINE. _ 
Among the captives brought by King Nebuchad- | 


nezzar from Jerusalem to Babylon, were several 
children of the royal family of Israel. “And the 


__ King appointed them a daily provision of the king’s 
meat, and of the wine which he drank. Now among 
_ these were, of the children of Judah, Daniel, 
- _Hananiah, Mishael; and Azariah. | Shes 
But Daniel resolved that he would not defile 
_ himself with the portion of the king’s meat and 
_- wine; therefore he requested of the servant of the 
king who had been set over him and his three — 
_ companions, that they might have pulse and water. 
instead. But the king’s servant replied: “I fear = 
my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat 


and your drink: for why should he see your faces 


worse liking than the children which are of your _ 
_ sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to © 


the king.” | 


thy servants.” So he proved them ten days, and. 


_ they appeared “fairer and fatter” than the others. = = 


_ After which, they continued to receive the pulse. 
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__ To which Daniel replied: “ Prove thy servants, _ 3 
zs : 5 I beseech thee, . ten days; and let them give is oe 
pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let GUT 55s 

_ countenances be looked upon before thee, and the _ os 
countenances of the children that eat of the portion = 
of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with 2 
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ee ie again, “ Samuel!” 


“Here am [-’ 


call me.’ 


SAMUEL. 


When 5 ae was a little bay! # Bideedd in _ Bee 
2 OTHE. Tabernacle at Shiloh, ee the high cae ie: 
pee ae - 

2) One night: Sestict vee a voice galling to him, 
and thinking it was that of Eli, he answered, ss 
’ and ran to the aged priest, sig ees ey 
“ Here am I; for thou calledst me. os 
Eli, however, answered that he did not = and " 


told Samuel to lie down again. 


_ Samuel did so, but presently _ as voice ‘called ae 
Then again Samuel arose and 
went to Eli, saying, ‘“‘Here am I; for thou didst _ 
| But Eli answered as before, Tae called : = 


not, my sen; lie down again.’ 


down again. 





- rice more, therefore, Samuel weld sud: lay 
Be Asien: ; but a third time the voice aroused him, and __ 
Samuel once more went to Eli, saying, Here am coe 


I; for thou didst call me.” 


Eli again told him to return to his ea. and. if he = 
_ should hear the voice, answer, ‘Speak, Lord; TOR. = 
So Samuel went and ay 
And again he heard the voice, and _ 
answered, “Speak; for thy servant heareth.” = 
and denounced as 
judgment upon the house of Eli because of ee 
-- unrestrained wickedness of his two sons ue 


ae : | and Phinehas. 


thy servant heareth.” 


And God spoke to Samuel, 


And when the oid priest bean. it, he said, “ ‘Iti is. 
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ps ‘the J Lord: let him do hoblens seemeth him good.” 46 oo 
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‘THE JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON.—I. K 
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kings of Israel. His judgment between the two 
mothers who came to him to decide as to the 
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out all Israel. eas | | 
_ The two mothers lived in the same house, and a 
babe was born to each of them, only three days 


___been overlaid by its mother. 
_ that it was the other woman’s child that died, and 


__ ~ and exchanged it for the living one while its mother 


living is my son.” | 


the one, and half to the other.” | nok ee 
But the mother of the living child cried out to 
the king, “‘Oh, my lord, give her the living child, 


it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.” 


hood had revealed the truth to-Solomon. | 
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THE JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON. | 


- Solomon is said to have been the wisest of the - 


eS ownership of a child. made him renowned through. | 


apart. One of the babes died in the night, having — 
ae One of the women, addressing Solomon, said > 
that she arose at midnight and took her dead child 
oe _ slept. But the other woman said, “Nay; but the 
: Then the king said to his attendants, “ Bring me : 


| Es asword. It was brought; and theking then said, ~ 
_ “Divide the living child in two, and give half to 


and in no wise slay it.” But the other said, “Let _ 2 


Then the king answered and said, “Give hero 
_ the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the a 
mother thereof,” and the child was given into the —_ 
hands of its own mother, whose instinct of mother- 
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THE WIDOW’S SON RESTORED 


_ THE WIDOW’S SON RESTORED. 
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After Elijah had been at the brook Cherith, for 
atime, it dried up, owing tothe drought which God 
had sent; but God did not forget his servant. He 
bade him go now to a certain city called Zarepath, 

Near the sea-coast; for there he had commanded a 
_widow to provide him with food and drink. ee 

__ While Elijah was at the widow’s house, her son _ ts 
fell ill and died. Fhe poor woman, in the agony __ 
of her affliction, imagined that the prophet had 

_ brought the trouble upon her for her sin. So she 
said to Elijah, ‘What have I to do with thee, ee 


~ Othou man of God? Art thou come unto meto 
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come into him again.” a 
And God granted the prophet’s prayer; and © * 
_ Elyah took the child down and gave him tohis 


mother, with these words: “See, thy son liveth.” — — 
The mother, who knew that it wasGod whohad _ 


_ restored her son to life, answered that she was now 
quite sure that her guest was aman of God. © i 
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